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1, Munkilﬁl Aogording te & 1941 survey there were the following 50X1
aunber of Sibos (Heimpo), Solens (So-lun) and Manchus (Man), in Sinkiang,

" The Sibos mumbered 9,203, or slightly less than «25% of the total populatlen
of Sirkiang; the Solons numbered 2,489, or +067%; and the Manchus only 670,
or +OLl8%, Despite the fmot that Governor Sheng Shih=tsal split these three
into distinot groups, all thres belong to the Manshu tribel coalitlon.
Grouped together, they total 12,362, or slightly over «33% of the total
population of Sinkiang.

Biatery in Sinkisagy The Sibos, Solens and Manohus all beleng te the Manehu
tribal ocoslition, In language, s in customs and other respects, thelir
points of similerity are such that the three "rsces” must be aonsidered as
essentially one pecple. They conquered all of Ohing and all but dissppeared
from sight when their rule was terminated in 1911, Only in Sinkiang have

the Manchus been able to preserve the oharacteristics which set them off

from other peoples.

2

The first large groups of Sibos, Solons and Manchus came to Sinkiang in the
second half of the eighteenth century, in the course of the osmpaigns against
Dzungar Mongols. They were sent thére by Empercr Chtlen-lung (im1 <o 1799)
40 oonsolidate Chinese holdings by aoting es administrators and troope in this
frontier Teglon, being promised by him that when they hed completed ten years
of service in Sinkiang others would follow to replace them. They took their
wives and other moveble possessions with them, but when the time oame for
their service to be ended they learned that they had been forgotten. They
thus were forced to remain in the far. land to which they had marched,
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Kure, & brick fortress, was bullt by them In the strategic I1i Valley, some
30 miles west of Kuldja. This served as the center from which to administer
the regionias a whole and to.commend the Manchu garrisons stationed throughout
the province. The Solons, who came from the upper Nonni River in northwestern
Menchurle and famed for their skill in archery, tock rich agricultural lands
on the north bank of the I11 River, The Sibos » Who originated in central
Menchuria ‘anfl were utilizefl &s scribes end clerks » settled on the south bank
of the I11 River. During the 1911 Revolution most of the city Manchus in
Sinkiang were messacred, but the village communitles defended themselves and
survived. During the teign of Governor Sheng Shih-tsai (12 Apr 33 to 2 Sep 44),
. & native of Manchuria, many Manchuriens came to Sinkiang and thus augmented
the' existing Manchu ‘popilation,

Ziangusge: The Sibos, Solons and Manchus have the same writing and same structure
of the spoken language, but pronounce their words differently, All three have
an elphabet consisting of 28 letters. The original differences in speech appear
to have lessened by the use of Manchu ag an offioclel language in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, so that the three forms, as spoken in Sinkiang, are
mutually comprehensible,. Manchu still remsing &s the literary language, . 4
speglal point of interest is the fact that while.the Manchu language in China’
preper:has: become corrupt in the course of yeers, the original written’and
spoken-langusge hes remsined intact in Sinkiang: P : S
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wizg . A% ene .time Manchus'were agut‘t,,eged“,thro:ghgﬁt the large sities
of, Sinklang, but with the passing of time, most of them were abscrbed Y the
Chinese, With the exception of seme 1,700 in Ohuguchak. (Thhohpng’), Tar atal
Reglen, virtuslly all of those clasased as Manchus presently live in the Ili
Reglons The three largest urban concentrations are in Hweiyush (I11); Suiting
and Kuldja, (Inings. . da the Ili Valley they continue to predominate in & few
villages on sither side of the river, in territory that is jarodominmtiy
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Mi aAticnat Fer mh; po-mﬂma ;fmgng; mmr; pyhimxy;m;,;ﬁthofgfthyg
8;:Mupplemented by sheep ralsing and hun \§e, &ve learned how to.larm
‘the 1 pdﬂaim‘hriguudﬂto them and are d.’io‘bonamiﬂ.}g’ known as skilled, Mudbrﬁ
of oattley They wtill pay no taxes, & privilege whish datés back to. thelr
garzison dayys,  There are freg schools for their ohildren and all their’
traditlionsl custems are jeslously maintained, To a oconsideratle extent they
have succeeded in mainteining their traditiensl wey of life, even to the point

gQQ‘ pqggqu;hgg‘jhoir nllitery g.bﬂ;.ty.;_ ‘ e e, "

). Despite their small nuhber, the miliiary ability, ‘tradisdoh ‘o servise
in adninistration and generaily forward-locking attitude ol the Manchus make
them a force to be reckoned with in Sinkiang., Their immediate futyre muet
invalve & mepsure of local self-government if they are not to oonstitute &

thern in the flesh of the surrounding mejorities,
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